
SUBMISSION FROM DAVID CAMERON 
 
Key questions 
 
Value of recent reforms 

Q1. What impact has the rationalisation of the enterprise network and the abolition of 
the LECs had on the quality or effectiveness of the services delivered?  

Q2. Has the transfer of activities, such as the Business Gateway service, to local 
authorities improved the delivery of services to local businesses and what evidence is 
there of this? 

Q3. What has been the experience of businesses that are not account-managed by 
Scottish Enterprise/Highlands and Islands Enterprise since the 2007 reforms? Are such 
companies finding it difficult to attract the support they need from the enterprise 
agencies and what evidence is there of this?  

Q4. How joined up are the various agencies that are now charged with supporting 
economic recovery? Are there examples of successful partnership working between, for 
example, SE or HIE and local authorities? How has the establishment of the strategic 
forum assisted in this regard? 

Q5. What distinctive contribution has been made by HIE as a result of its 
social/strengthening communities remit? Should the same obligation be applied to SE?                                             

A5 The Strengthening Communities part of HIE is an area of development support 
acknowledged both within the Highlands and Islands and even internationally as being a 
major success. It should be rolled out across Scotland and given more finance to work 
with. Community land owners now are at a stage that they can prove the investment 
into purchasing land is providing dividends for the whole of Scotland. 

Q6. Have COSLA and SE been able to agree on what constitutes local, regional and 
national regeneration? Are local authorities maintaining levels of local regeneration 
activities? What benefits have accrued from the transfer of local regeneration activities 
to local authorities? What has been the impact on regional regeneration projects? Have 
any regeneration projects failed or been cancelled as a consequence of this transfer of 
responsibilities? 

Q7. The Cabinet Secretary envisaged that Regional Advisory Boards would provide a 
link between local, regional and national delivery. How is this working in practice and 
what links have been provided?  

Q8. What advantages has the establishment of Skills Development Scotland brought in 
terms of the delivery of the skills agenda and have there been any difficulties? 

Q9 How will services be protected in light of any planned further restructuring exercise 
within Scottish Enterprise and/or Highlands and Islands Enterprise? 



More fundamental, first principles analysis 

Q10. Could the Scottish Government’s economic aims be achieved in a different way? 
Are there more successful or efficient models of delivery in other parts of the world?             

A10. By concentrating on giving communities the tools and finance to purchase their 
land and maximise the opportunities which exist in all communities. 

Q11. Could services be delivered as effectively, with greater efficiency, by a single 
agency or some other structure with increased shared services etc? Conversely, are a 
single economic strategy and the SE account management model suitable for both 
Scotland and the Highlands & Islands 

Q12. What should be the role for a publicly-funded enterprise network, what activities 
should it be expected to deliver and what resources are required? Alternatively, what 
alternative exists to the current model in Scotland and what benefits would this have?                 
A12. The public funded network should provide finance and fill in the different skills 
gaps which exist in different communities to make the answer to 10 happen. 

Q13. Do the enterprise agencies’ methodologies for calculating the return on investment 
bear scrutiny? Which activities have been identified as delivering most return on 
investment?            

A13. Study needs to be done to show that when people  own the land on which they live 
and work, decline is halted and success follows across a range of activities which 
includes contributing to national and local policy. Population increase especially in the 
younger age groups are now measureable in e.g. Gigha & Knoydart, two of the earlier 
land purchases.  
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